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SPECIAL ISSUE 
MARINE BOTANY IN THE WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN 
A symposium on 'Marine Botany in the Western Indian Ocean' was held in Maputo, Mozambique during 12-16 December 
2000. It was organised jointly by Professor Adeleida Semesi of the University of Dar es Salaam, Dr Salomao Bandeira of 
Universidade Eduardo Mondlane in Maputo and Associate Professor Mats Bjork of Stockholm University. The aim of this meet-
ing was to follow up and evaluate progress made since the Mauritius meeting in 1995, to promote networking and create an 
awareness of the interesting research being done in the East African Region. 
The present issue embodies the contributions from the Maputo Symposium. The publication covers the main areas of algae, 
mangrove and seagrass research in the region. It also provides ideas for future studies. 
The symposium and this special issue was financially supported by the Swedish SidalSAREC Programme. 
As Editor-in-Chief, I wish to thank Associate Professor Mats Bjork and Professor Richard N Pienaar, Special Editors, for pro-
ducing and editing this timely collection of papers on current research related to micro* and macroalgae, mangroves and sea-
grasses in the Western Indian Ocean Region. Due to their hard work we now have a valuable collection of reference papers 
of this region. 
Professor J van Staden 
Editor-in-Chief 
